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had killed Henry II., and who, to the disappoint-
ment of Catherine, had escaped on St. Bartholomew's
Day, landed in Normandy with English supplies and
English volunteers.

The Duke of Damvillc, the second son of the Con-
stable Montmorency,who was governor of Langucdoc,
where he ruled with almost sovereign authority,
observed an attitude of friendly neutrality to the
Huguenots of his province and of Guicnnc.

In Poitou the Huguenots prospered, but in Nor-
mandy Montgomery was unable to maintain himself
and was finally compelled to capitulate,

Catherine hurried to tell the King that Mont-
gomery, whom she hated, was a prisoner ; but turn-
ing his face to the wall he asked to be left in peace.
Even Protestant historians arc moved to pity by
the miserable end of Charles IX. He had again com-
pletely fallen under the influence of his mother. On
one point only he had firmly insisted. He compelled
his brother Anjou to leave France (September, 1573),
to take possession of his Polish throne. Notwith-
standing his weak health he exhausted himself in
insane revels. He appeared to seek to lose himself
in the wildest physical exertions. His eyes were
sunk, his complexion livid, he was unable to meet
the gaze of those with whom he spoke. In the
autumn of 1573, he was attacked by smallpox, his
health became worse and worse, he often awoke
bathed in his blood, a judgment as it seemed to him
of the carnage to which he had consented. Indeed,
from the first he was tormented by remorse.

Less than a fortnight after the massacre, so Henry